
 

Immanuel   Christian   School  
Technology   Acceptable   Use   Policy  

2019–2020   School   Year   -    updated   Apr   9,   2020  
___________________________________    

New   or   amended   sections   are   in   orange,   below.  

Using   the   Immanuel   Christian   School   (ICS)   computer   network   is   a   privilege.   All   students  
using   the   ICS   network   may   obtain   an   ICS   account   from   Miss   Miller   or   Mrs.   Lunney.   The  
account   includes   an   ICS   email   account.  

SOCIAL   MEDIA  
Social   media   presents   many   opportunities   for   communication,   and   our   students   are  
daily   participants   on   a   variety   of   social   media   sites.   The   use   of   social   media   on   and  
away   from   ICS   is   an   integral   part   of   student   life.   
We   recognize   that   many   activities   can   affect   the   student   body   even   when   the   activity  
occurs   outside   the   school   campus   or   away   from   school   activities.   ICS   has   no   intention  
of   attempting   to   monitor   student   behavior   outside   normal   school   functions,   yet  
periodically   matters   come   to   the   attention   of   the   administration   that   may   raise   concerns.  
When   a   student   posts   potentially   damaging   images   or   messages   about   self   and/or  
others   that   may   be   interpreted   as   threatening   and/or   concerning,   whether   such   posts  
occur   during   or   outside   of   school,   the   ICS   administration   reserves   the   right   to   respond   in  
order   to   assure   and   maintain   the   safety   of   the   student   body.   
Students   are   to   be   reminded   to   use   discretion   when   posting   thoughts   and   images   on  
social   media,   regardless   of   where   the   postings   originate.   Inappropriate   messages,  
postings,   and   images   may   be   reviewed   by   school   officials.   ICS   administration   may   take  
disciplinary   action   for   conduct   by   students   that   is   illegal,   obscene,   immoral,   threatening,  
of   the   occult,   sexual,   or   reflecting   disgracefully   on   the   student   or   ICS.   A   violation   of   this  
policy   will   be   grounds   for   discipline   up   to   and   including   expulsion.   Any   such   discipline  
will   be   executed   in   consultation   with   the   parents/guardians   of   the   student(s)   involved.   
We   live   in   a   rapidly   changing   world.   There   is   no   privacy   when   posting   thoughts   and  
images   on   social   media   sites.   Students   must   use   great   discretion   when   on   social   media  
and   be   ever-aware   of   what   is   represented   about   self   and   God   while   posting   on   these  
sites,   remembering   that   Christ   is   to   be   honored   in   everything   we   do.   

ELECTRONIC   DEVICES    (for   a   typical   school   day    when   the   building   is   open )  

When   students   use   portable   listening   devices   with   headphones,   they   choose   not   to  
participate   in   the   community   life   of   the   school;   therefore,   portable   listening   devices   are  
not   to   be   operated   at   school   during   the   school   day.   This   will   include   field   trips   and   other  
events   related   to   the   school.   Items   used   in   violation   of   this   rule   may   be   confiscated   and  
will   have   to   be   picked   up   at   the   school   office.   Repeat   violations   will   become   a  
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disciplinary   issue.   Headphones   may   be   used   only   by   students   for   whom   it   is   specifically  
noted   in   their   learning   support   plan.   

Amendment   for   Remote   Learning   (Headphones):      We   understand   that   many  
students   use   headphones   or   earbuds   during   live   video   conferencing   with   their  
teacher   or   class   during   remote   learning.   This   allows   the   student   to   better   focus  
and   listen   to   their   tea   cher’s   instructions   and   teaching.   This   is   acceptable.  

 
CELL   PHONES    (and/or   other   devices   used   for   texting   and   electronic  
communication,   i.e.,   iPods,   Tablets,   etc.)  
Students   may   not   text   or   use   their   electronic   devices   during   the   school   day.   Cell   phone  
use   is   distracting   for   the   student   and   disruptive   for   the   rest   of   the   class   and   the   teacher.  
Therefore,    cell   phones   will   be   kept   in   the   cell   phone   holder   in   the   student’s  
homeroom   during   the   day.    Students   may   pick   them   up   on   their   way   home.   Teachers  
will   confiscate   cell   phones   that   are   used,   ring,   or   are   noticeable   in   any   way.    These   cell  
phones   will    not    be   returned   to   students   at   the   end   of   day   but   can   only   be   returned   by  
having   a   parent/guardian   pick   them   up.   
If,   in   an   emergency,   a   student   needs   to   place   or   receive   a   phone   call   during   the   school  
day,   the   student   must   go   to   the   office   and   use   the   phone   there.  

Amendment   for   Remote   Learning   (Cell   Phones,   Chat,   Texting):     Students  
may   use   their   chosen   primary   device   to   communicate   with   their   teacher.   During   a  
remote   online   class,   students   may   not   be   using   a   second   device   during   class  
time   as   it   is   a   distraction   from   the   learning   environment.   Teachers   will   correct  
students   if   they   notice   distractions   impacting   the   online   learning   environment,  
and   will   follow-up   with   the   parent.  

 
TABLETS,   LAPTOPS  
These   items   may   be   used   in   class   for   class-related   activities   (i.e.,   research)   based   on  
the   teacher’s   permission.    During   study   halls,   the   screen   must   be   facing   the   teacher  
at   all   times.    Teachers   may   deny   student   use   if   the   device   is   being   used   inappropriately  
and/or   for   non-class   related   activities.   

Amendment   for   Remote   Learning:    Parents   are   responsible   for   how   their  
students   use   devices   at   home.   ICS   has   minimal   controls   on   our   network,   to   aid  
with   safety   for   students.   However,   controls   are   less   rigid   than   one   might   expect   to  
allow   maximum   flexibility   for   teachers   to   resource   tools   (videos)   to   enhance   the  
learning   experience.   ICS   assumes   no   responsibility   for   students   using   technology  
inappropriately   while   not   on   school   premises.  

Students   who   are   using   ICS   Chromebooks   need   to   understand   that   these   do  
belong   to   the   school   and   their   use   can   be   monitored   by   the   ICS   administration.  
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VIDEO   CONFERENCING  
Google   Meet   video   conferencing   and   chatting   allows   students   to   maintain   some   sense  
of   community   while   we   are   all   in   our   homes.   Therefore   we   have   allowed   video  
conferencing   via   “Google   Meet”   to   be   turned   ON   for   students   using   their   ICS   accounts.  
Parents   must   monitor   this   activity.    ICS   assumes   no   responsibility   for   students   using  
technology   inappropriately   while   not   on   school   premises.  
Faculty   and   staff   use   Google   Meet   video   conferencing   for   live   teacher-student  
instruction,   as   well   as   devotions   and   prayer   time.   Please   follow   these   guidelines:  

● Students   should   not   be   texting   or   typing   a   “side   chat”   during   class   instruction  
time.   This   behavior   will   be   treated   as   an   infraction   of   the   agreement   to   be  
responsible   in   the   use   of   technology   and   students   may   lose   the   privilege   of   being  
a   part   of   the   class   for   the   next   live   class   or   meeting.   Students   will   still   be   held  
accountable   for   completing   their   work.  
 

● Students   may   not   participate   in   a    LIVE    video   conference   with   any   employee   of  
ICS   (faculty,   learning   support   instructional   assistant,   staff,   or   administration)    from  
their   bedroom .   Students   should   have   an   appropriate   place   to   do   their   schoolwork  
and   participate   in   a    LIVE    video   conference   for   academic   purposes,   other   than  
their   bedroom.   
 

● When   students   are   a   participant   in   a   video   conference,   they   should   be   dressed  
modestly   and   appropriately   for   the   learning   environment   and   they   should   be  
ready   to   work   and   focused   on   learning.  
 

● Teachers   and   staff   may   end   a   video   conference   early   for   any   reason,   especially   if  
they   feel   uncomfortable.   They   will   follow-up   with   the   parent.  
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Immanuel   Christian   School  
Classroom   to   Cloud   -   Tools   for   Remote   Learning   Success  

___________________________________    

Together   with   parents   and   guardians,   all   of   us   at   ICS   want   to   support   students   in   being  
successful   academically.   If   your   student   is   on   a   screen   for   extensive   periods   of   time   and  
giving   the   reason   of   not   being   done   with   their   work,   please   communicate   with   your  
child’s   teacher   after   you   have   done   some   investigative   work   of   finding   out   what   they  
have   been   doing.  
Parents   are   ultimately   responsible   for   overseeing   the   on-line   component   of   classwork.  
We   believe   the   following   items   are   beneficial   and   we   offer   these   ideas   for   parents   to  
consider   to   maximize   appropriate   behavior   that   leads   to   beneficial   learning   for   your  
student:  
 

1. Establish   routines    and   habits   for   your   child’s   day,   including   a   consistent  
schedule   of   meals   and   what   time   they   wake   up   and   go   to   bed.   Include   exercise  
as   part   of   their   schedule.  
*According   to   a   Thrive   Global   article,    Hidden   Health   Hazards   of   Working   from  
Home ,   a   health   hazard   of   working   (and   learning)   from   home   includes   less  
exercise.   Students   may   sit   all   day   long   in   front   of   a   computer   screen,   if   allowed.  
During   a   normal   school   day   in   the   building,   not   only   are   your   children   not   in   front  
of   screens,   they   are   walking   from   class   to   the   lunch   room,   or   recess,   or   the  
library;   the   older   students   are   changing   classes.   There   is   quite   a   bit   of   built   in  
“non-seatwork”   time   in   a   student’s   day,   even   within   the   classroom.    Requiring  
breaks   and   exercise   at   home,   daily,   is   a   loving   directive.   

 
2. Encourage   your   child   to    do   things   in   order .    It   may   be   more   productive   for   your  

student   to   complete   their   homework   first,   before   chatting   with   friends.   There   are  
lots   of   options   for   how   you   establish   routine   for   your   family   and   children   do   well  
with   predictability   in   their   schedule   and   order:   (i.e.   breakfast,   schoolwork,  
exercise,   lunch,   chat   with   friends,   more   schoolwork,   chores).   Whatever   routine  
you   set,   be   consistent.   Your   children   are   used   to   routines   at   school   and   ought   to  
respond   to   routine   at   home.  
 

3. Set   time   limits.    Require   a   minimum   number   of   hours   per   day   that   your   student   is  
not   on   screens,   or   a   maximum   number   of   hours   per   day   your   student   is   on  
screens.   It   is   also   recommended   that   screens   are   turned   off   1   hour   before  
bedtime   to   ensure   your   child   can   sleep   well.   This   allows   your   child’s   brain   to  
disconnect   from   the   online   activity   and   prepare   for   solid   rest.   Some   parents   turn  
their   modem   off   at   a   certain   time   each   night   to   limit   access   to   internet.  
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4. Establish   safe   locations    for   computer   use.   As   stated   above,   students   may   not  

participate   on   teacher-student   video   conferencing   from   their   bedroom.   Apart   from  
school   use,   it   is   also   not   wise   for   students   to   have   their   computer   stations   in   their  
bedroom.   Aside   from   the   fact   that   research   shows   that   children   get   less   sleep  
when   they   have   electronics   accessible,   there   is   great   temptation   for   students   to  
engage   in   activity   that   is   not   safe   or   healthy   for   them.   This   includes:  
 

○ Chatting   with   someone   they   don’t   know   on   social   media  
○ Using   their   devices   without   permission  
○ Pornography,   whether   intentional   or   by   accident.  
○ Being   on   their   device   late   at   night   (i.e.,   2:00   in   the   morning)  
○ Sending,   receiving,   or   forwarding   sexually   explicit   messages,  

photographs,   or   images   to   others   (sexting)  
 

Parents   will   need   to   establish   their   own   rules   at   home,   keeping   these   items   in  
mind.   It   may   be   helpful   to   remind   your   child   that   your   rules   are   because   you  
LOVE   them   and   want   them   to   stay   safe.   The   level   of   self-control   and   restraint  
that   is   required   for   a   child   to   have   in   using   technology   is   far   greater   than   anything  
that   was   ever   required   of   us   as   older   adults   when   we   were   their   age.   
 

5. Evaluate   parental   control   software .   There   are   numerous   types   of   software  
available   for   parents   to   purchase   to   help   protect   your   child   when   online.  
Examples   include:    CovenantEyes ,    Qustodio   Parental   Control ,    and     Net   Nanny .   
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Technology   Acceptable   Use   Policy   Agreement  
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___________________________________    

STUDENT   AGREEMENT   
I   have   read   and   understand   the   Immanuel   Christian   School   Technology   Acceptable   Use  
Policy.   I   agree   to   obey   it   in   full.   I   know   that   if   I   choose   not   to   obey   any   part   of   this   policy,  
I   will   lose   my   rights   and   privileges   to   use   the   Immanuel   Christian   School   network   as  
outlined   above.    I   know   that   Immanuel   Christian   School   can   monitor,   log,   and   record   my  
Internet   use.   I   understand   my   responsibilities   when   using   personal   wireless   devices.   I  
also   understand   that   if   I   do   anything   illegal   using   the   school   network   or   Internet,   the  
school   may   contact   legal   authorities.   

(Please   print   student’s   name   and   have   them   sign   if   able.)  

Student’s   Name   (printed):   _________________________________________________  

Student’s   Signature:   _____________________________________________________  

Date:   ____/____/____  

 
PARENT/GUARDIAN   AGREEMENT   
I   am   the   parent   or   guardian   of   the   student,   ___________________________________.  
I   have   read   the   Immanuel   Christian   School   Technology   Acceptable   Use   Policy   and   have  
discussed   it   with   my   child.   I   give   permission   for   ICS   to   provide   my   child   an   account   to  
use   the   Internet.   I   understand   my   child’s   privileges   and   responsibilities   in   using   the  
Internet   and   all   personal   wireless   devices   at   school.    I   understand   that   ICS   allows  
students   to   use   the   Internet   for   schoolwork.   I   know   that   it   is   possible   that   my   child   may  
find   information   on   the   Internet   that   is   not   appropriate,   even   though   the   school   has  
taken   measures   to   block   such   materials.   

I   will   not   hold   the   school   responsible   if   my   child   disobeys   this   policy.   

Parent/Guardian’s   Name   (printed):   __________________________________________  

Relationship   to   Student:   __________________________________________________  

Parent/Guardian   Signature:   _______________________________________________  

Date:   ____/____/____  
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