
 

May 8, 2018 
 
Re: NEW 2018 Financial Aid Requirement  applies to ALL Families  - Deadline June 10th 
 
Dear ICS Families: 
 
As you know, there is a business side to Immanuel Christian School (ICS). ICS has been operating as a                   
"lean machine" for many years with salaries much lower than the public sector, operating with limited                
programs and run solely by volunteers, and having administration and office staff working at "over-the-top"               
capacity. We have had ideas for improvements to our present space or finding something more suitable for                 
many years as well as adding enrichment opportunities for students, a pre-K program and an afterschool                
program. These business decisions obviously have financial implications. Our budget has been sufficiently             
tight that changes to what we presently are doing, have had to be put on the back burner.  
  
We are working hard to make ICS financially sustainable for the long-term. For now, one of the most                  
promising things is that we have some business contacts who are considering financial partnership with ICS                
on a long-term basis with donations that would be five, ten, or even fifty thousand dollars for three to five                    
year commitments. These potential donors have expressed that it is important to them that our tuition                
discount and scholarship opportunities are setup as need-based programs; understandably, they want their             
money to be helping families who need it the most.  They are not comfortable with our current model where                   
all families pay the Parent Contribution amount without having their income reviewed. We have also learned                
that other schools require all families who receive tuition discounts and/or scholarships to apply for financial                
aid. 
 
The implications are that  everyone will need to apply for financial aid and have their applications reviewed,                 
to be considered for receiving the initial $2,000 tuition discount and to pay the lower parent contribution                 
amount. This means that some families might have a higher parent contribution than they have previously,                
and it also means that other families might receive more financial aid than in previous years.  High School                  
students will also be eligible for financial aid; previously they were not.  We understand and our donors                 
understand, that private school is a financial stretch even for families that have a higher income, so we are                   
setting up guidelines that are fairly generous. It has always been true and still is true, that we want                   
Immanuel Christian School to be affordable for whomever wants to attend.  
 
Our current Tuition Schedule for the 2018-2019 school year was sent home with re-enrollment paperwork in                
January. It is provided here, again for your information, with the added language reflecting the new financial                 
aid requirement: 

 

TUITION 
K - 2nd:  $5,000/year 
3rd - 8th: $5,300/year 
9th - 12th: $6,200/year 
 

PARENT CONTRIBUTION   (will vary based on Financial Aid award) 

K - 2nd: $3,000 annual or $250/mo for 12 months 
3rd - 8th: $3,300 annual or $275.00 for 12 months 
9th - 12th: $4,200 annual for $350.00 for 12 months 

There is a 5% discount if annual parent contribution is paid                     
in full (via cash or check) by Aug. 1. If you pay by credit                           
card, you will incur a 3% transaction fee. 
 
There is a sibling discount of 25% for 3rd, 4th, 5th siblings.                       
Parent pays the higher parent contribution (oldest children)               
for 1st and 2nd sibling; 25% off 3rd and/or 4th sibling                     
amounts. 
 
Pastor discount of 25% for those whose primary occupation                 
is a Pastor. 

 
*If  you don't apply for financial aid, you will not be considered to receive the $2000 tuition discount, and you                    
will be responsible for the full amount of tuition.  
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I expect that for a few families, this letter might bring concern. I also acknowledge that in the ideal world,                    
this information would have been communicated at the time of re-enrollment. We are going as fast as we                  
can and prioritizing decisions as best we can. Thank you for your grace and understanding.  
 
I encourage you to take the steps and trust God and know that we are committed to working with you.                    
These business decisions are some of the harder ones to make but they are also decisions that God is                   
leading us to make so that ICS is operating wisely. In addition, the potential to have more financial partners                   
not only brings sustainability, it also brings opportunity. We expect that over time, we are going to reach our                   
goals of being in a beautiful building, having more sports and other types of academic enrichment activities,                 
and offering pre-K and after school care. 
 
The first step for all of us is to  apply for financial aid by June 10th.  We will be evaluating applications,                     
starting on June 1st.  
 

To apply for financial aid, please visit: 
  

https://online.factsmgt.com/signin/3NXYS 
If you need help applying for financial aid,  

or if you have some extenuating circumstance (extension on taxes, for example), 
please let me know.  

 
Christian schools all across the country are closing because of how very difficult it is to reach necessary                  
funding requirements. ICS has also not yet reached long-term financial sustainability, but we are starting to                
see some momentum that is extremely encouraging. 
 
Let’s not lose sight of the fact that we are in conversations with people who are considering giving a lot of                     
money to help Immanuel Christian School reach long-term sustainability (i.e. endowment, capital campaign,             
and more). This is something to praise God for! 
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to call or email me. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 

Mrs. Susan Selby 
Business Administrator 
selby.s@icshazleton.org 
School: (570) 459-1111 
Cell: (425) 372-6041 
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